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International application No. 

PCT/EP2004/000296 



Box No. I 



Basts of the report 



1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise 
indicated under this item. 

j I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language ^ 

which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 



□ international search (Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been furnished to the 
receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
this report): 

□ the international application as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 
pages 1-9 

pages* 

pages* 



as originally filed/fiimished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



the claims: 



as originally filed/furnished 



nos.' 
nos.* 



1-12 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

22.03.2005 with letter 
received by this Authority on of 18,03.2005 

received by this Authority on 



the drawings: 

sheets 1/4-4/4 

sheets* 

sheets* 



as originally filed/furnished 



□ 
□ 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



a sequence Usting and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



4. I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, since 
they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70 2(c)) 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may he marked "superseded. ' 
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International application No. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 






woveityCN) ^j^^ 2, 5-9, 11, 12 




YES 


Claims 1/ 3, 4, 10 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) Claims 




YES 


Claims 1-12 




NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) ^^^^^ 1-12 




YES 


Claims 




NO 




2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 






1, Reference is made to the following 


docioments : 




Dl: US-A-4018318 






D2: EP-A-0415027 






D3: GB-A-1477831. 






2. The present application fails to satisfy the 




requirements of PCT Article 33(1) because the 




subject matter of claim 1 lacks novelty (PCT 




Article 33 (2) ) . 






Document Dl discloses (the references in 




parentheses are to said document, see figures 4 




and 5) : 






an arrangement for the axial support of two 




co-rotating components (2, 5) by means of a 




circlip (15) with two impinging ends (18, 19) 




which are separated by a circumferential gap 




and are moveable within a radial area of 




excursion, said circlip being 


inserted into 




an annular groove (6) in the supporting 




component (5); and the component (2) that is 






/. . . 
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International application No. 
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Box No. V 



Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) witli regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appUcability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



to be supported comprising two ramps (20, 21) 
within the area of radial excursion of the 
impinging ends (18, 19) of the circlip (15); 
and the ramps (20, 21) and the component (2) 
to be supported being formed as a single piece 
(figures 4 and 4; column 3, lines 60-66) and 
one ramp being associated with each impinging 
end (18, 19) of the circlip (15) . 



The subject matter of claim therefore lacks 
novelty. 



3. Dependent claims 2-12 contain no features which, 
combined with the features of any claim to which 
they refer, meet the PCX requirements for novelty 
and/or inventive step: 



3.1 Document Dl likewise discloses the subject matter 
of claims 3, 4 and 10, This subject matter 
therefore lacks novelty. 

3.2 Dependent claims 2 and 5 concern only minor 
structural modifications of the arrangement 
according to claim 1, said modifications being of 
the kind that a person skilled in the art 
routinely makes on the basis of familiar 
considerations. In consequence, the subject 
matter of claims 2 and 5 does not involve an 
inventive step. 



/. . . 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

3.3 The features of dependent claims 6-9, 11 and 12 
have already been used for the same purpose in a 
similar arrangement (see document D2, in 
particular column 2, lines 2-49; document D3, in 
particular page 4, lines 35-41) . For a person 
skilled in the art, it was therefore obvious also 
to apply said features to like effect in an 
arrangement as per document Dl; in this way, he 
would arrive at an arrangement as per claims 6-9, 
11 and 12. 
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